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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5891

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senator
Kei ser; by request of Governor G egoire)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a forumfor testing primry care
medi cal honme reinbursenent pilot projects; adding new sections to
chapter 70.54 RCW creating a new section; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature declares that collaboration
anong public payors, private health carriers, third-party purchasers,
and providers to identify appropriate reinbursenent nmethods to align
incentives in support of primary care nedical hones is in the best
interest of the public. The legislature therefore intends to exenpt
from state antitrust laws, and to provide immunity from federa
antitrust laws through the state action doctrine, for activities
undertaken pursuant to pilots designed and inpl enented under section 2
of this act that mght otherw se be constrained by such laws. The
| egi sl ature does not intend and does not authorize any person or entity
to engage in activities or to conspire to engage in activities that
woul d constitute per se violations of state and federal antitrust |aws
including, but not limted to, agreenents anong conpeting health care
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providers or health carriers as to the price or specific |evel of
rei mbursenent for health care services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 70.54 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The health care authority and the departnent of social and health
services shall design, oversee inplenentation, and eval uate one or nore
primary care nedi cal hone rei nbursenent pilot projects in the state to
i nclude as participants public payors, private health carriers, third-
party purchasers, and health care providers. Based on input from
partici pants, the agencies shall:

(1) Determ ne the nunber and | ocation of primary care nedical hone
rei mbursenent pilots;

(2) Determine criteria to select primary care clinics to serve as
pilot sites to facilitate testing of nedical hone rei nbursenent nethods
in avariety of primary care settings;

(3) Select pilot sites from those primary care provider clinics
that currently enploy a nunber of activities and functions typically
associ ated with nedi cal hones, or fromsites that have been sel ected by
t he departnent of health to participate in a nedical hone coll aborative
under section 2, chapter 295, Laws of 2008;

(4) Determ ne one or nore reinbursenment nethods to be tested by the
pilots;

(5 Ildentify pilot performance neasures for clinical quality,
chroni c care managenent, cost, and patient experience through patient
self-reporting; and

(6) Appropriately coordinate during planning and operation of the
pilots wwth the departnent of health nedical home coll aboratives and
with other private and public efforts to pronote adoption of nedical
homes wthin the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 70.54 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The health care authority and the departnent of social and health
services may select a pilot site that currently enploys the foll ow ng
activities and functions associated with nedi cal hones: Provision of
preventive care, wellness counseling, primary care, coordination of
primary care wth specialty and hospital care, and urgent care
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services; availability of office appointnents seven days per week and
e-mai | and tel ephone consultation; availability of tel ephone access for
urgent care consultation on a seven-day per week, twenty-four hours per
day basis; and use of a primary care provider panel size that pronotes
the ability of participating providers to appropriately provide the
scope of services described in this section. The reinbursenent nethod
chosen for this pilot site nust include a fixed nonthly paynent per
person participating in the pilot site for the services described in
this section. These services would be provided w thout the subm ssion
of clainms for paynent from any health carrier by the nedical hone
provider. Agreenents for paynent nade directly by a consuner or other
entity paying on the consuner's behalf must conply with the provisions
applicable to direct patient-provider prinmary care practices under
chapter 48.150 RCW I n addition, the agencies may determ ne that the
pilot should include a high deductible health plan or other health
benefit plan designed to wap around the prinmary care services offered
under this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires July 1, 2013.

Passed by the Senate April 20, 2009.

Passed by the House April 8, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 30, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 1, 20009.
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